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Lord Ashley and his friends accomplished ; but in
its character it forms a proper part of the same great
movement for alleviating the condition of the hard-
working and the badly-used. It would be somewhat
too grotesque to speak of an interference between
capital and labour, where the capitalists concerned
were only the master-sweeps, and the labourers were
the little climbing boys who were employed to cleanse
the chimneys. Yet there was no reform accomplished
by the whole philanthropic movement more cruelly
needed than that which concerned itself about the
climbing boys ; nor were the sufferings endured on
the West India plantations more revolting to every
humane mind than those which were inflicted on the
poor little helpless mites who were sent up the
chimneys in all the towns of Great Britain and
Ireland. Many readers now will require to be told
what the system was, which, in this instance, called
so pitifully for reform. To many of the younger
generation the name of the " climbing boy" may
convey possibly no manner of idea. Young men
and women of this day- never saw a climbing boy,
never heard the cry of " sweep " come shrilly into the
morning air from the top of a chimney. The trade
of the climbing boy is believed to have been unknown
to any country but the two islands under the English
Crown. It seems to have begun in these countries
somewhere about the opening of that eighteenth
century to which we are accustomed to look back
with an admiration which, intellectually, that century
well deserves ; but the intellect of the century did not
apply itself over keenly to the study of the grievances
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